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AFFECTIONAL AND SOCIAL INTERESTS

Generally speaking, for the preadolescent there
is but one sex and that is his own. He is natively a
homosexual. European schools recognize this fact
when they segregate the sexes during this period,
They recognize the need of boys for the stimu-
lation and influence of a thoroughly masculine
pattern, and of girls for a thoroughly feminine pat-
tern. They recognize it because the children recog-
nize it, and what is more, demand it. Do you
remember "Goodby, Mr. Chips/1 and how the
boys refused to accept him until they had made
him over into the sort of man who could inspire
and influence them?

In our school system, women are largely in con-
trol of boys as well as girls in these preadolescent
years, and both cherish for each other a fine toler-
ance, or intolerance, should one become to the
other a thorn in the flesh. In such a situation, small
wonder that boys defy "petticoat rule" and that the
woman in a teacher (if she is a woman) comes to the
rescue of her sex and sometimes punishes a boy just
because he is a boy, like the old-fashioned mother
who when she punished the wrong child said, "Oh,
well, you probably had it coming to you anyway/*
One of the things to guard against, in this period,